SPRING NEWSLETTER 2023

It’s Spring in the 1000 Islands!
Every town needs a great museum. Big city museums and archives are
amazing and they present national, provincial, and specific cultural
perspectives, but small and carefully curated collections are equally
important. Heritage is central to protecting our sense of who we are. It
gives us a distinct connection to the past, to social values, beliefs,
customs, and traditions. It allows us to identify with others, deepen our
sense of unity and belonging, and create pride of place. There is an
increasing understanding worldwide that protection of heritage needs
to be a fundamental human right for all. It is inclusive, encompassing
not only objects and places, but also customs, practices, relationships,
stories, songs, and designs. These are passed between generations and
toc ity identity, history, iew, and well-being.
There are several ways in which heritage can directly and indirectly
contribute to society and the economy, such as commercial activities
and employment, regional and urban regeneration, skills development,
citizens' cultural participation, the tourism and leisure sector, and
expanding creative industries. Creating working partnerships to further
our mission to interpret and preserve the past will ensure the future of
heritage in Gananoque. Thank you for your help in our mission! Come in
and meet our professional museum staff and hear our people’s stories.

We are here for you! 4
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Ourfantastic Facepainter, Esme, on
Family Day

‘Anna, Joagne and Zane on ‘Pink Shirt Day’

Photos from Richard Gilbert's Family Collection

Volunteer Board of Directors

Layne Larsen Chair
Paul Scott Director h
Susie Smith Director
Kathy Karkut Director
Alice Burton, Director
Michel Vulpe Director
Bill Gardian Director
Gretchen Bambrick  Director
Alan Code Director

Brian Knudsen Director
John Beddows Council Representative

Layne's Message

Layne Larsen, Chair

"I want to give a great "shout out" to
our hard-working, dedicated and
loyal staff who kept the museum

open all winter and mounted small,

but interesting exhibits so that there

was always something fresh
for local and regional visitors, and.
maintained our profile on social
media. We are so lucky to have

them.
BRAVO ZULU to you all!"
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Issabel Charbonneau Performance.

Eyes on the S
Managing Air Traffic in Canada

Eyes on the Skies examines the rapid evolution of ai traffic management, explonng the
systems, people, and technologies that keep skies safe. Through a variety of

interactive experiences that test visitors’skills, and a mix of historical and conlempovary
content, this exhibition will expose visitors to Canada’s ar navigation system and how air
traffic is managed safely and efficiently. The exhibit demystifies complex ideas and
highlights people central to managing air traffic and explores how navigation systems,
procedures and technologies have evolved over the decades. Drawing links to their own
experiences as passengers, visitors will lear through play, strong visual and audiovisual
experiences.

Eyes on
the Skies

hib be found at -

ton/exhibitions/eyes-on-the.skice travelling

Members are invited to our Exhibit Preview at the
Museum following the AGM on May 18th
5:30 to 8:30pm. See you then!

AGM 2023: May 18th at 5pm

1000 Islands
[ & Qe
SEASONAL EXHIBIT
MAY TO SEPTEMBER 2023
Canadid

Save the Date for our Fundraiser: july 20 2023

Our Hosts are Signature Stables 4467 HWY 2, Gananoque
$125pp ($75 tax receipt) Includes food & beverages
Call the Museum 613-382-2535 or book online at

com
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We can’t wait to see you!
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News from the Town of Gananoque’s Historic Collection
by Zane Smith
Wmtu was very pmdu(!rvk for the Collections Team and the Civic Collection. mmam Gilbert, along-serving member of the
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volumeer thhard wﬂs bom and raised in O!mwa ‘but for the past 8 years has mxrded in Gananoque with his spouse
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Thanks to the Tourism Relief Fund (TRF), introduced to support the tourism sector in Canada, we have been able to elevate and
enhance our offerings to local and international visitors. As domestic and international travel rebounds, the TRF will helj
position the 1000 Islands History Museum, and Gananoque as a destination of choice! This is accomplished by the creation of
anced existing tourism experiences and products to attract more local and domestic visitors, and to welcome
international visitors by fmwdmg the best Canadian tourism experiences we have to offer the world. The TRF-supported
initiatives, which helped our organization improve our products and services, also put us in a better position for post-pandemic
economic recovery. We would also like to acknowledge eartha, Paul Carl, and Art IVIEI?E for their contributions amfFren(
translation for the video, which was wonderfully created by Kidoons Productions specially for us!

Through this initiative we have created a new Digitization Strategy guide, made a Virtual Reality space (with two headsets)
avallable at no charge, buil and installd the new Industry nteractiv,createda 1000 slands Multimedia Outreach Module
production and installed it in the Rotunda Theatre, and buiilt a bilingual virtual tour of our permanent exhibit space on the
second level at the 1000/HM.

Weare very grateful fo all of our project funding, and the student grants we receive. We would not be able to excel i our services
without the support from the Government of Canada!

Rotunda Theatre:BEFORE. andAFTER!
1000 Islands History Museum
Gallery Tour And there’s move inv
e the works!

K aw eye ow owr
new. ery and social
medio to- see what's
coming!

We have tons of games on the oculus that
apply to al of you including sports,
oller coasters, & flight smulators!
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Board Member Profile: Susie Smith
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Smith Susie says that at irst,she“was not keen on
h . witha
museum’. She wondered why, but then, Bill Chitty, one of the main drivers behind establishing a museum, and his
friend, Paul Pelow, visited on her veranda and told her al about the plans. She was still ot keen, 5o they invited her
tovisit the Museu the very next morning. upstairs,
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quickly oined the board, and the next five years saw one exhibit after another be created. Allfor me! Well, of
course for my family and friends as well - but | was sure it was for me!” When asked wha she likes best about the
Museu, Susi described it is hard o nartow it down. I you tak th time t0“poke about” you il be amazed at
what you wil discover. along way d of course, the
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The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan
by Richard Gilbert

Lynne Harper and Suse Smith
atthe 2022 Summer Gala
CONGRATULATIONS to Mathew Thivierge for winning the Ann Blake
Award for Practice and Programming from the Kingston and Area
Association of Museums, Art Galleries, and Historic S|tes‘ Mathew was

THEN +NOW

On the 15th of June 1943, an A he field . tstondi
here Stosephs CatholcSchool now smndx, the RoyalCanacian i Force (RCAY) rest ::n tage Wafll:(rl r:‘;{;"'" App as o‘l’lvrolrvrulsneum Coptiha tor o Ttvnas

he event. Thisis nostof wh 4 m
ity istone exar Malre esLied it hc announced at the KAM AGM in March!!!
Training Plan (BCATP), also known as ‘The Plan
mr;;;;r;;’ between Canada ustralc, New Zealand,and ater S pe=Ts « WHAT’S NEW!
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merkets By W send 531 et hadeen consiructed acrossConadaane o which wes 1 h of Gananoque, Gananoque Intermediate and Secondary School (GISS)
Road, which ydive Gan. ey teacher Robyn Ableson, this addition to the Gananoque

InSeptember 124, the st BCATP rching schoolopened i ingetn, o, 31 Servic g Viciing Schoo 31 TS fofowed by the stabdshment s twa
relief landing sites, one at Sandhurst ( Gananoque Mayor W.J. Wilson was one of the
main driving forces that pushed Gananoque’s bid' for e cretionoa 5ATH s well ot i D
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recently, the observation tower.

Untilthe , yellow p sight! idents a strong sense of pride i the local contribu-
tion t aside tragic ‘realities of war Additionally the influxof Commonwealth
air
ding Aircraftsman (LAC) Edward Blair, eturn -War. He was a RAF
from Scotlan him the family-run

Delaney Theatre. They soon married on 13th November 15630t St o' Church, and after the War, he emigrated to Canada where the family built and
settled at their residence at 124 Arthur Street, Gananoque!
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Leeds County Heritage Network's Day is May 27th!

Heritage Walking Tour features sites related to WWI and
WWIL The program tasks participants to thwart an

py ring who
industrial war-time production. It can be downloaded
through Google Play or the App Store.

We are pleased to announce that the Museum attained
an Automatic Electronic Defibrilator in February. The unit
is located at the front desk of the Museum. Being the only
year-round organization with regular operational hours,
we felt this was an important safety feature for our
visitors and people walking along the waterfront. Our
staff have received First Aid and CPR training last summer,
including how to operate the

THE CORPOKATION OF THE TOWN OF

G A NANOQUE
We. grate/u”y acknowledge the Town of Gananoque, the
Arthur Child Foundation, and Alice & Grant Burton for their
continuing support. Also, the Government of Canada for
project and student funding.
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CHRISTIE’S  McDougall

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

YOU CAN NOW DO SO DIRECTLY THROUGH OUR WEBSITE!
125 Water Street, Gananoque Ontario K7G 3E3
1000 Islands  purse cnig Buiding
H ISTO RY Phone: 613-382-2535
‘www.1000islandshistorymuseum.com
MUSEUM  Folow us on Facebook
Social Media: @1000isiandshistorymuseum




